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THIS IS UNEVALUATED iNFORMATION

%o Because of the Venezmuelan government voliey of rotation of individuals during
their Army career, the continuons turnover of personnel under the Conseription
Law, and the youthful and usuvally unedueated qualities of the average conscript,
i% is lmpossible to characterize sny rarticular unit of the Army in terms of
volitieal idsalogy. An informed Army officer in the Judge Advoeate Generalig
offiee stated that there has been 1ittla or no nenetration of the Army by
forelgm “isms® and that the troops are loyal %o the rovernment.

2,  The officer corps is generally antl-Communist, nationalist, and friendly to
the United States. Althoursh split from time to 3ime by inter-rank rivalries,
the zorps could normally hs expected to soncolidate in opposition to any
civilian group which mipht challenpge the prestipe, power, and economic stotus
that the Army wow enjoys. An adeguate military intelligence system provides
Army lsaders with information eoncerning political troublemskers and such

nersoas are usually assiged to non-sensitive nosts.

The officer from the Judpe Advocate Genzral's office atated that most of the
soldiers are “peisants from the Interior" amone whom there 1s a predeminance
of pegreces. In the event of unsetiled conditions, the soldiers, who are
usually comnletely loyal to their officers s would follow them without regard
0 the merits of %he eause the officers vere supporting, Continual super-
vision ef the placement of officers in positions of command and frequent
reagsignment prevents the offisers from developing too large 2 following

and thus lessens the ehances of any nartiecular unit becoming a serious threal
to the povernment.

_ state that 1t is probable that there are attempts on the part
of the Acclon Demoeratiea snd the Comwunist Party to provagendlize among the

soldiers, reeruit wembors, and organize cells. However, only the mora in-
tellipent non-comrissioned officers would be suscentible %o such organizational
work, and nresent-day Ammy policies prevent outside eroups from gaining a
stronghold in any Army unit.
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i, Bxact and complete figures on the distributicn of troops throughout the Army
are noh available, The Mollowing is a list of the Army units, their commanding
nfficers, and, in several instances, ths estinated mumber of troops in the
it in 1948:
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Location CGommanding Officer
& rrupamiento 1 San Cristobal, Tachira Lt. Gol. Robsrio Gasanova
1at battalion "Venezucla™ Merida Lt. Col. Gabriel Brigeno
4h Batbalion *Miranda" Trujille ¥aj. Jose Leon Stopinan
2%k Batbalicn ®Caraboho® San Antonio ¥aj. Jose Garcla Moreno
attalion "Boyaca® Independencia Maj., Marcos Ranpel Barcienios
attalica "iunin® El Cebre It, Col., Luls Pineda Laon
23ah Fatbalion "Flcaurte” San Cristobal Lt, Col. ILuis brea Boyer
Aprapnniento 2 Maracalbo, Zulia Lt, Col. Nestor Prato
Fioh Battalion “Paez® Maraceibo Lt. Col. Ignacio Marquez
146h Mattalion "Pedro Leon Torres"
Maraealbo Lt. Col, Jesus Marlia Cagtve
800 enlisted nen, A8 offlicers in the command, .
igmapmaisnto 3 Barquisineto, Lara Lt, Col, Msrecelino Rangel Barri vl
Battalion "Urdaneta® Valencia Lt. Col. Leopoldo Aponte Garsin
Dattalion "Pizr® Barquisimeto Maj. Simon Abreu Manuzanilla
Battalion "(Arardot® Coro Lt. Col. Berfo Antonlio Porialen
Maracay, Aragua Col. elix Edmmde Martines
ment Artillery Maracay ¥Maj. Hector D'Lima Polanco
stalion "Salom® Ia Victoria Lt. Col, Enrique Gonzslez Pael.i:i:
L 1sted men, 14 officers in 10th Battalion,
fomnpaniento § Caracas, F. U,
1et Carvalry Replment "Plaza®
Caracas Lt, Gol, Jose L., Betancours’
fnsineer Battalion "Francisco Avendano®
Curacas Maj. Jose Mora Peres
Punerimenta) Corps Wo. 22  Csracas Maj. Pedro Molina Herrere
tah Armoved Battelion "Bermudez"
Garacas ¥Maj. Antonlo de Rosa
d Pattalion "Bolivar® Caracas Lt. Col, Jose V. Zambrano
#%h Battalion "Ribas® CGaracas Lt. Col. Cesar Rojas Pello
1 srupasiento 6 Maturin, Monigas Lt. Col, Rafael V. Vivas
i Battalion "Suere” Maturin
Rattalion "Marino Cumansg. Lt. Col. Luis 3. Mopelliom Sanchz.
. Hattaiion "Cedeno" Barcelona . Lt Csl, Carlos Julio Urbine
2360 onlistod men, 5 officars.
Loempamiento 7 San Juan de Los Morros Li. Col. Luis Enrique Maldonade
i4th Battalion "Pichincha®  Cliudad Bolivar Li. Col. 41fonso Acosta Cordoba

Pattalion "Bravos de Apuve®
Hen Juen de les Morros Lb. Gol. Jose Venancle Siiwe
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